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 All Hallows Guild—Stewards to the Gardens and Groun ds  
 Washington National Cathedral- Washington, DC 

There will be ten terraces, each with a blue-
stone edge bracing a grassy three-foot strip.  
The terraces, six to ten feet apart, will be wide 
enough to sit on, or place a chair on, or walk 
on.  A natural bowl formed by these curved 
terraces will focus the attention of visitors to-
ward the stage.  The design will be of   national 
significance, and the result a place for school 
convocations, outdoor services and pilgrimage.  
It will be beautiful.  You can see in this       
computer-simulated rendering what the revital-
ized All Hallows Amphitheater will look like.  Accommodating from 400 to 600      
people and accessible to the handicapped in the uppermost reaches, it promises to be a 
singularly beautiful composition of low curved stone walls and grass walkways, fitted 
between woodland trees. Revitalization is designed to realize Olmsted’s plan for a 
functioning outdoor amphitheater 
 
The Amphitheater's restoration is the third 
phase of the Olmsted Woods Restoration 
Project begun by All Hallows Guild nearly 
ten years ago.  The cost will be more than 
$800,000, three-quarters of which has been 
raised.  A $50,000 challenge grant has 
been offered to help raise additional money 
for this very special project. (See page 8).   
Phase III will bring the Olmsted Woods 
Restoration Project to final fruition.     One 
day, come to the Cathedral Close to see 
what is happening.  Access is from     
Wisconsin Avenue on South Road, then 
down the Pilgrim Steps from the south 
side of the Cathedral.  There, about 200 
feet to the right of the George Washington 
statue, you will find the amphitheater. Contractor Evergro has positioned sediment 
fences and undertaken erosion control as the terracing of the amphitheater area gets 
underway. Construction will start from the bottom up .  Once completed, the amphi-
theater will be both beautiful and useful – ready for visitors, pilgrims, worshippers, and 
picnickers – but also central to the Guild’s efforts to curtail the existing water runoff 
problems on the southern edge of the Cathedral Close. This exquisite outdoor           
amphitheater promises to be a uniquely beautiful and inviting space in the heart of the       
nation’s capital. Watch for an invitation to the ribbon cutting sometime in the Fall, and 
to insure your invitation, leave your name and address on the All Hallows Guild Office  
phone line—202-537-2937.  By Joanne Murphy and Dede Petri 
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IMPORTANT  DATES 
FOR YOUR CALENDAR  

 
Thursday, July 13, 2006, 7 
pm—"Evening in the    
Olmsted Woods".  Leader: 
Project Co-Chair, Dede 
Petri.  Join us for an eve-
ning walk through the Olm-
sted Woods.  We'll examine 
the plantings, paths, and 
water features that are part 
of the Olmsted Woods Res-
toration.  We will also visit 
the outdoor amphitheater 
as it nears completion. 
 
Wednesday September 6th, 
Tour & Tea with Garden 
Tour, 1:30 pm  Reserva-
tions: 202-537-8993.  $22. 
per person. Few spaces left. 
 
Thursday, September 14, 
6:30 pm—Cocktail Recep-
tion for the Opening of the 
"Flowering of Mount      
Alban" Exhibit.  Details, 
page 4.  Exhibit will remain 
open until November 4th. 
 
Wednesday, September 27, 
Day Trip to   Weston & The 
Oaks. Details found on 
Page 4. 
 
Date to be Announced— 
Tour of the "Flowering of 
Mount Alban Exhibit" with 
the Curators, followed by     
Buffet Dinner at Cathedral 
College.  Details page 5. 
 
October 25, Lecture &   
D i n ne r .  "C a t he d r a l         
Gardens, Past & Present.".   
Details on Page 5. 
 
 

From Landscape Architect, Michael 
Vergason's  Sketch Book 
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Ambassador John Lowell & Mrs. Lowell, Malta 

Sincere Thanks for a Fabulous  
Flower Mart   

Wilson & Laura Felder 

 Peggy Steuart & Ambassador Gordon Valentine Shirley, Jamaica 
 

Ambassador Boudewijn Eenennaam  
The Netherlands 

Baroness Christiane van Daele,  
Belgium 

Ukraine Embassy officials admiring their exhibit with                              
Suzanne Miller (right center)                                   

Switzerland's Mountain of Flowers, Designers: 
Annina Luck, and Maja Wildermuth 
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In celebration of All Hallows Guild’s 90th anniversary 
of stewardship to the Cathedral gardens, grounds and 
woods, an extraordinary exhibit of pictures and memora-
bilia from the Guild’s archives and other sources will be 
on display in the Cathedral Rare Book Library September 
1 to November 4, 2006.    A quartet of talented women 
will form this rare glimpse into landscape design of the 
Close and the work of Florence Bratenahl and All      
Hallows Guild.  Ann Steuart is the Curator of the exhibit 
and catalogue; Donna Kirk will oversee the design and 
installation; Nancy Work and Wendy Reaves will present 
the Nourse watercolors.  According to Anne Steuart, the 
collected art, photographs and plans will show an        
illustrated chronological development of Mount Alban. 
 
	����������������/0������1��������"�)������
Joseph Nourse (1754-1841) sold his farm on Q Street and 
moved to Mount Alban in 1813.  He moved with his fam-
ily from the busy port of Georgetown to a quieter life 
outside of town on a large farm with a   rambling wooden 
house at the junction of the Tennalleytown Road (later 
Wisconsin Avenue) and Woodley Road.  Joseph Nourse 

served as Registrar of the 
United States Treasury from 
1789 until 1829 under the 
first six presidents.  Box-
wood given him by Thomas 
Jefferson and a boxwood cut-
ting from Dolly Madison's 
bridal bouquet were planted 
in his gardens at Mount     
Alban; they survived until the 
1960's on the Washington 
Cathedral Close.  Under 
spreading oaks he and his 
guests took in the view from 
the highest hill overlooking 
the Capital city.  He gave his 
home the name Mount Alban 
because it reminded him of 

England, his native land, "and the description of the hill 
where St. Alban was martyred in ancient Britain." 
 
North on the Tennalleytown Road, Joseph Nourse        
purchased 100 acres for his son, Charles, the site of the 
present Sidwell Friends School.  Charles and his wife, 
Rebecca raised their family in the stone house, the      
Highlands.  Mount Alban was sold after the death of    
Joseph Nourse in 1841, bought to be the site of a boys' 
school. The Charles Nourse family regularly attended 
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services in the school chapel, where daughter Phoebe, 
came to teach Sunday School.  When she died in 1850, 
among her personal effects was found a box inscribed 
'To be given to the Rev. Mr. Ten Broeck, as the begin-
ning of a fund for a free church at Mt. Alban.'   Within 
the box were forty gold dollars which she had earned by 
her beautiful needlework.  With additional funds St.   
Alban's Church was completed and opened as the first 
free church in the District. 
 
Flower paintings by Mrs. Rebecca Nourse and some 
works by her daughters are included in the exhibit.  
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The Rev. George Bratenahl became rector at St. Alban's 
Church in 1897.  He was a student of Bishop Satterlee's 
(first Bishop of Washington) and became his close    
associate in the planning of the Washington Cathedral.  
As the Dean of Washington Cathedral, he worked 
closely with Frederic Law Olmsted, Jr., the landscape 
architect of the Cathedral 1907-1927.  Mrs. Florence 
Brown Bratenahl, the Dean's wife, took great interest in 
architecture, garden design, and drawing as her sketches 
and paintings illustrate.  In 1916, she established a     
garden guild—All Hallows Guild—at the Cathedral to 
raise funds for plantings.  As a gardener herself, she 
took a great interest in the landscape planning that her 
husband, the Dean, and Mr. Olmsted were engaged in.  
She worked tirelessly to form the Guild and ensure its       
financial support for the Olmsted plans. She gradually        
assumed a larger and larger role implementing the     
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Continued on page 4�  



Charles, the grandson of Joseph Nourse, and Charles's wife Margaret 
Kemble, and their son, Charlie, set out from the District by carriage in 
April of 1862, and after a perilous three-day drive, they  arrived at their 
new home, Weston.  Charles named the property after the family's ances-
tral house in Herefordshire, England.  There are many interesting  stories 
chronicling life in Virginia and America during the Nourses' 100-year 
ownership of the property.  Come learn more with us on a bus trip to 
Weston.  You will find timeless quality in the old house—decorative   
motifs primarily inspired by the Carpenter Gothic style.  Most of the    
furnishings in Weston are original, dating to the Federal and Victorian    
periods.  This home is owned and preserved by Warrenton Antiquarians.   
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Olmsted plans, working to finish the hillside Bishop's Garden before the General 
Convention of 1927 at the Cathedral.  She found sites in the gardens for medieval  
sculptures brought from Europe by George Grey Barnard and arranged for their pur-
chase as gifts to the Cathedral or made the gift herself.  By 1927, she was designing 
features in the Cathedral gardens (the Norman Court, the South Steps, and the Col-
lege of Preachers cloister garden).  With the Cathedral Gardener, Charles Merryman, 
she scoured the countryside of Maryland and Virginia to dig and bring back to plant 
on the Close boxwood hedges and specimen trees of great size. 
 
The plantings on the Close included in the plans of Frederic Law Olmsted, Jr. have 
matured over 80 years.  Engravings by Babs Gaillard McNear and the photographs of 
Alexandra Scott (on permanent display in the Cathedral Tower) catch the myriad 
views of the Cathedral and its Close.  Serene and  beautiful in every season and every 
weather, these works of art capture     
images of the "flowering of Mount     
Alban". 
 
All Hallows Guild continues as a      
thriving organization to raise funds to 
maintain and rejuvenate the Close plant-

ings.  Sapling native trees are being planted where mighty ancient oaks 
have fallen in the Olmsted Woods, the mature forest in the heart of 
Washington which both Olmsted and All Hallows Guild insisted be con-
served.  Today, an outdoor amphitheater is being shaped where Bishop 
Satterlee, Mr. Olmsted, Mrs. Bratenahl and All Hallows Guild planned it 
should be, on the slope between the Cathedral and the woodlands, creat-
ing yet another place to enjoy the flowering of Mount Alban.   
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Ninetieth Anniversary Lecture Series with Buffet Dinners Announced for the Fall   

Co-sponsored by All Hallows Guild, the Cathedral College and the National Cathedral Association.   
$60. includes dinner  ($150. for a series of 3) More on this series will be reported in the Fall Herald. 

Date to be Announced—Private Tour of Flowering of Mount Alban Exhibit—with Curators, Ann Steuart and Nancy 
Work.  Tour 5:30—Dinner to follow in Cathedral College Library. 
October 25th—Cathedral Gardens, Past & Present, Joe Luebke, Director of Horticulture, WNC.  Dinner at 6 pm, 
College Library, Lecture & Discussion, 7 pm  Call:  202-537-2937, for information and registration 
 
A "Hidden" Garden Note  - The College of Preacher's Garden Garth is in the process of being redone, with the plans 
having been formulated by the All Hallows Garden Committee.   Watering in this interior garden must be done judi-
ciously and plantings need to be drought tolerant. All the annual vines and marigolds as well as Daylilies, Echinacea 
and Hibiscus have been removed from the bed nearest the door.  This bed will be replaced with Mediterranean herbs 
such as Rosemary, Lavender and scented geraniums.  The planting of Ophiopogon in front of yews opposite the door 
will be increased to fill in the bare spaces.  A climbing hydrangea will be added to the back corner on the left. The 
above plantings will add lushness and a spirit of tranquility to the space and their maintenance should be simpler than 
the previous planting. Those attending the above lectures, or guests at the College will enjoy this little hidden garden. 
 
From the Garden Docent Program - 
There are currently 14 trained volunteers in AHG's garden docent program.  Their head, Mary Louise Thompson, had 
over 600 persons scheduled to take tours, in groups, throughout the season signed up long before April 1st.  Some of 
the early groups to  request a tour were:  Westchester Herb Guild (30), Ohio Assn. of Garden Clubs (100), the Welcome 
to Washington Ambassadors, Haverford College Arboretum (42), Garden Discovery and Carolina Magazine (50),    
Fairfax Garden Club, Hollins Hills Garden Club and the      
Williamsport Herb Guild (47).  The Tour & Tea Program 
reserved five dates for garden tours that also offer a re-
freshing Tea in the Tower after your garden exploration.   
All of the dates filled quickly.  If you wish to take such a 
tour on September 6th, call Kate Hundley: 202-537- 
8993, to   reserve a space—just as you would to reserve for 
the Cathedral tour followed by the catered Tea. Mary 
Louise Thompson would welcome more docents to the 
program, please call her at: 301-986-1290 if you are       
interested in learning more about the Cathedral landscape 
and history.   
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Laura Felt, our many-talented Director at the Herb Cottage, has 
announced she is retiring in August. After 9 �  years on the job-
where she accomplished a transformation of the Cottage with 
enthusiastic volunteers and staff-she and husband Bob will be 
moving to Hendersonville, North Carolina. A new home in the 
mountains near Asheville and a new life await the well-traveled 
couple. They have lived as far away as Japan, Korea, Spain and 
California and as near as Virginia during Bob�s tours of duty in 
the U.S. Navy. 
 
Just-retired Herb Cottage chairman Kay Brown has said that 
Laura�s creative abilities and artistic bent were invaluable to All 

Hallows Guild. That, coupled with her personality, made the Herb Cottage, a lively place to volunteer and work.  
New chairman for the Cottage  Beverly Firme,  has found Laura an indispensable asset to the success of the AHG 
projects.  �Her devotion to All Hallows Guild is clearly seen in all her contributions to our mission. We owe her!�  
 
Laura�s generosity in sharing her talents with AHG were highlighted with the popular gourmet tasting parties�  of   
Cottage products, the seminars on flower-arranging, wreath designs, gift-wrapping and bow design. Her Ikebana 
demonstrations were famous. It was her creative thinking that brought the Herb Cottage to its present new floor      
design of airiness and openness, completed just this past February.   
 
As for Laura�s feelings about leaving, she is excited about the Felts� new adventure. She tells us that "working at the 
Herb Cottage has been so much fun!  The volunteers have been wonderful.  My assistant, Carol Hester has been a 
perfect partner and our CPA finance manager, Nancy Wilkerson have both been part of a wonderful experience. It�s 
been a pleasure to be associated with All Hallows Guild, in every way.�   So, bon voyage, Laura� and thank you.  May 
your life be wonderful wherever you are! 
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· One of the newest volunteers at the Herb Cottage is 
Dianne Lewis whose recent marriage brought her 
to Washington from South Carolina.  Her great 

fondness for      
the Cathedral 
prompted her to 
volunteer as one 
way to connect 
with her new 
community.  As a 
freelance    public 
r e l a t i o n s          
specialist, Diane 
continues her   
profession in the 

metropolitan area and thinks her one day a week on 
the Close is a perfect arrangement. 

 
· All Hallows Guild mourns the passing of long time 

Board Member, Carol Holman Wakelin.  Mrs. 
Wakelin was a committed volunteer to many 
Washington organizations and we were fortunate to 
have her as the  Chair of the 1976 Flower Mart 

%�����)�������������� by Llewellyn Bensfield 

Correction  
Although Elaine Karr's October 17, 2005 death was noted in 
the Winter issue, there needs to be a correction.  She is  sur-
vived by her daughter, Debbie Codd, granddaughter Casey 
and son-in-law (Dr.) Tim Codd.  They live in Baltimore.  
Tracey Walser Nugent, who was identified as her daughter in 
the previous article, is a family friend.  Elaine, Hamlet      
Garden Club member, ran the Goldfish Booth at Flower 
Mart for more than a decade before establishing a convenient 
"branch bank" for the FM Treasurer in the Children's' 
Area.  She was indeed a dedicated  volunteer. 

Herb Cottage Staff and Volunteers to Tour  
All Hallows Amphitheater Project 

 
During the late morning of June 30, Herb Cottage Volun-
teers and Staff will attend a tour of the All Hallows Amphi-
theater Project conducted by the Garden Committee.  This is 
to learn up-to-date information, including the Amphitheater 
Project,  that can be given to Cathedral visitors during the 
summer months.  The tour will be followed by a picnic 
lunch at Sayre House.   If you wish to learn more about 
becoming an Herb Cottage Volunteer, call 202-537-8982. 
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Back in 1942, Eleanor Ritchie and her good friend Alice Davison were 
invited to join All Hallows Guild. They had become close friends after 
discovering that both their fathers were members of the class                                        
of 1899 at Yale. They remained close friends right up to                    
Eleanor's death March 27, 2006 at the age of 98.  
 
Eleanor was very active in the Washington community. Of prime     
importance to us was her involvement with the Cathedral from the      
moment she joined All Hallows Guild. She loved flowers and always 
had gardens at her homes both in Washington and in Nantucket. The         
gardens at her last home were designed by Rose Greeley. Eleanor 
recognized the importance of gardens in our lives. 
 
Besides gardening, she also loved to paint both flowers and land-
scapes. Her family was very important to her and she passed on a 
love of life to all. Her energy was boundless as was her sense of 
humor. . She loved both the Redskins and Frank Sinatra's singing unconditionally .  Eleanor chaired the All Hallows 
Guild's Garden Committee in 1953 & 1954.  Prior to that, she was Chairman of the 1948 Flower Mart ably assisted 
by her good friend, Alice Davison.  The Mart was still being held on the Pilgrim Steps at that time.   
 
Eleanor and Alice were the subjects of an oral history recorded in the mid-90's by the Guild's Archive Committee 
and should prove of great value in the future in looking back over their 60 some years of Guild membership.  

Three talented professionals in the Cathedral’s Public Affairs Office work        
producing an array of topnotch award-winning publications as well as handling all 
media contacts, public relations, photography, promotion and electronic commu-
nications.  In addition, they have included All Hallows’ activities in their public-
ity efforts. This makes our mission as stewards of the grounds and gardens more 
visible to the public. We are grateful, indeed, for their expertise and assistance. 
 
Greg Rixon serves as the Cathedral Director of Public Affairs. Formerly senior 
director of corporate communications with Amtrak and director of corporate     
relations for the Marine Spill Response Corporation based in Washington, D.C., 
he also served as senior vice president with a prominent Washington public rela-
tions agency. He lives with his wife Wanda in Virginia. An avid golfer and youth 
hockey coach, Greg is anxious to join his son Geoff, a center on Fordham           
University’s team, behind the bench after graduation next spring. 
 
Craig Stapert is assistant director of Public Affairs and publications manager at 

the Cathedral. Starting in 1997, his primary duties were editing and publishing Cathedral Age magazine. Duties have 
expanded now to include management of the Cathedral’s website and the bimonthly calendar Cathedral Chimes.     
Under his watch the website has expanded to include e-commerce (in excess of $1.3 million to date) and videography 
(the new Behind-the Scenes video tours have been viewed about 25,000 times since the release of the first five (to 
date) in July 2005.  Craig is also a church organist and serves as an interim choir director. Both he and his wife,    
Natalie enjoy gardening and working on improvements in their first home in Maryland. 
 
Media Relations Specialist Elizabeth "Beth" Mullen has been on the Close for 11 years, ten of those with National 
Cathedral School. Previously she served as photo editor at U.S. News and World Report as well as Americas       
Magazine at the Organization of American States. Other media jobs after college graduation broadened her experi-
ence. Now living in Maryland with husband Rich and two teenage daughters, Beth includes two blue merle shelties 
(Belle and Lily) as part of the family. When she has a free moment, Beth goes antiquing and peruses flea markets. 
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At the 1948 Flower Mart, Mrs. Bess Truman is        
presented with a plant.  Eleanor Ritchie,  in 
flowered hat, center,  and behind Eleanor is her 
good  friend, Alice Davison also in a flowered 
hat.  Bishop Dunn at  far right.  

L to R:  Beth Mullen, Greg 
Rixon, Craig Stapert standing 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Amphitheater contributions to meet our anonymous donor's $50,000 challenge grant can be sent to: 
Olmsted Woods Challenge Grant, All Hallows Guild 
Washington National Cathedral, Massachusetts and Wisconsin Avenues, NW 
Washington, DC 20016.   
( you may sent in the form below with a check and indicate ��� �  Woods Restoration ) 

In 1929, the Amphitheater held over 9,000 persons.  Then -
rows of wooden bleachers; After renovation -  lovely terraced 

tiers of grass, stonework—a beautiful pastoral setting. 


